
July 13, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian,
We hope that you are enjoying your summer break! As the start of the school year is quickly
approaching we wanted to reach out to our families to let them know that we will be offering a
Long-term Independent Study (distance learning) option for the 2021-2022 school year.  We
understand that every family situation is unique, and therefore, wanted to make sure you had plenty
of time to prepare.  Some questions you may have for the upcoming school year to help you prepare:

Will face coverings be required for students?
Yes. As of the writing of this letter, the California Department of Public Health is requiring masks for
all students when indoors at school regardless of age.  The only exception is while eating or when
outdoors.  Students may wear their own face covering and/or the school will provide them.

Will athletes have routine COVID testing to participate in sports?
No, however, a student may request the school to test them at any time at no cost.

If my child is vaccinated, how could the COVID-19 protocols affect them?
As of the writing of this letter, students that are fully vaccinated, will not have to be quarantined from
school, athletic events, or other school activities unless they are symptomatic.  A copy of your child’s
vaccination card will need to be submitted to the school’s Health Clerk for this to be in effect.

If my child is NOT vaccinated, how could the COVID-19 protocols affect them?
As of the writing of this letter, students who are not vaccinated will have the same quarantine
protocols in place for the 2021-2022 school year.

1. If the student is positive for COVID-19, they must quarantine for 10 days from the onset
of their symptoms or their positive test and they will not be allowed to participate in any
sports activities during their quarantined period.

2. If someone in the student’s household tests positive for COVID-19, all students living in
the household will be quarantined for 20 days from the onset of their symptoms, and will
not be allowed to participate in any sports/school activities during their quarantined
period.

3. If a student has a direct exposure to a positive case, (within 6 ft for more than a
cumulative 15 minutes), the student may remain at school under all of the following
conditions:

○ They are asymptomatic
○ They were wearing a face covering during the time of the exposure
○ They are willing to take two COVID-19 tests within 10 days after the exposure.

The school can provide the test at no cost or the student may choose another
location and any costs associated with the test.

If any of the conditions above are not met, they must quarantine for 10 days from the
date of exposure.

4. Any student quarantined will be allowed to make up all school work that is missed and
attend school through Zoom.

What will an Independent Study (IS) program look like?
The IS program will be offered in grades K-12. It will be provided through Edgenuity and will be an
on-line program that is taught by a Edgenuity provided teacher.  The program will differ some by
grade span:

● K-3 daily synchronous instruction 1-2 hours per day with independent work making the majority
of the instructional minutes. The student is required to engage with the instruction on a daily
basis.

● grades 4-8 daily interaction (an adult to answer questions and help support) with synchronous
instruction once per week.  The majority of the work will be independent work.  The student is



required to engage with the instruction on a daily basis.
● grades 9-12 with synchronous instruction once per week.
● students in 9-12 can also enroll in the HHS Options program and have a blend of on-campus

and on-line classes.
Attendance will be monitored closely and students that do not attend regularly may have their
Independent Study status revoked.

If we want to choose Independent Study, what do we need to do?
If you are interested in Independent Study for your child, contact the school office by July 30, 2021.
Only those individuals seeking Independent Study need to contact the office.

If my child is on Independent Study, will they be allowed to participate in extracurricular
activities at school?
For the most part, yes.  This may vary by site and the administrators will be letting families know what
is appropriate for the different grade levels.  When students who are on independent study attend a
school event, they will need to follow all of the COVID protocols, including wearing a face covering
while indoors.

If I choose for my child to be on Independent Study, can we change our mind and have our
student attend in person?
Students on IS will be allowed to return to in person instruction within 5 days of the request.

As we continue to receive guidance for schools from the California Department of Public Health or if
the information in this letter changes, we will be sure to update you.  If you have any additional
questions, please contact your child’s school.  We hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and look
forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, August 10th.

Sincerely,

Brenda Smith
Superintendent


